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OUR VIEW

Three cheers for a bold decision

The Clay City Pottery is proud of its name and proud of ils wares. The
103-year-old company in (flaly Cily, Ind., makes a large line of reproduction
pottery items, from blue-and-white pitchers to miniatures and novelties.

It's no secret that Antiqueweek believes all reproductions should be clearly
and permanently marked.

Thafsa[ﬂﬁkmophyIhathasboenlakenlu:by(ﬂnwylﬁuughn,nwncrnfuw
Clay City Pottery. Soon, all of the company’s reproductions will be marked.

We say ““Hooray!" for such a decision. No longer will items from the Clay
City Poltery, whether intentionally or mistakenly, be easily passed off as an-
liques after they leave the plant. That's greal news for antique buffs every-
where.

Clay City joins the prestigious ranks of companies such as Rowe Poltery
Company of Cambridge, Wisc., which proudly marks its reproduction salt-
glazed stoneware.

We applaud Baughn's efforts, and encourage makers of all types of repro-
duction antiques to follow suit.

AntiqueWeek believes that reproductions, when clearly and permanently
nnnkmtsmvcalmdulmnpmm,WeﬂlmeuﬂuﬂrhnunnmvcumpuMQsUml
have taken a stand and decided to mark their wares. Drop us a letter telling
us what you reproduce and how you mark your wares so that they can't be
mistaken as old. We’ll add your name to our honor roll.

Don Johnson
Associate Editor

AUGUST 1988

Greetings from a warm northern Indiana and me. Trust
your summer has been a good one.

Please note new telephone number for me days. It is
219-665-4260. My home number is still 219-665-3061. _-

Annaal Meeting Minutes

Commemoratives disbursed.

Financial report from auction given.

. Auction committee for 1989 appointed.

Nominating committee for 1989 elections made up of

(and By-Law committee)

Jim & Iris Allen, chairs

Pat & Charlie Birkemeier

Don & Jill Scifres

Ron & Pam Robbins

5. 1989 meeting June 16-17, Days Inn, Jasper, IN

b. Proposal on club buying catalog plates. (no)

7. 1989 Commemorative committee:
Dale & Leah Blann Steve & Sherry Bedwell
Jim & Lucille Cummings  Gene & Phyllis 0'Neal

8.Discussion of Clay City reproductions

9. Secretary's report

10. Discussion about putting some UHL in the Indiana
State Museum in Indianapolis (no)

11. Sale time to be changed to recommendation of by-
law committee in following year.

12. Discussion to file for trademark to secure Uhl logo
(no)

13. By-law committee to check with state regulations for

tax exempt staus of club

BN =

Monies on hand (8-1-88) $2341.59

Have a good autumn. Don't forget to send in items for
the next newsletter,

Happy hunting,

Sue Uhl, Sec-Treas



PRESIDENT'S CORNER

I wish to apologize for leaving the meeting so
abruptly in June. My medical problem (Myasthenia
Gravis) requires precise medication and sometimes
when I am very tired or have a cold, as I did at
Jasper, the medicine runs out and 1 can no longer
function until I have more medication and rest.

I hope you understand.
Jim Cummings

Jim's letter to the Clay City Pottery follows:
Dear Mr. Griffith,

The members of the UHL Collectors Society wish to
commend you and your staff for the fine quality of
workmanship on the 1988 commemorative. We look for-
ward to having quality pieces for future commemora-
tivess

The society members ask that I express their con-
cern to you that some of your UHL reproductions are
being sold by some dealers as original UHL items.
The UHL Collectors Society would appreciate having
UHL reproductions marked to show they were produced
by Clay City Pottery.

Please respond to the society's request, so that
[ can relay the information in our next newsletter.

Thanks, again, for your work and cooperation.
Sincerely,

Jim Cummings, President
UHL Collectors Society

*The answer appears in the Trader/Antique Week.

ANNUAL MEETING AUCTION

Twelve memberships were placed on the inactive roll
this month due to non-payment of 1988 dues. Their
membership concluded with this néwsletter.

Thirty-five memberships added in 1988.

The report on the Uhl auction held 6/17/88 is hereby
submitted for the club's information. Fifty-six items

were presented for sale by 33 members. Forty-five items
sold for a total of $2546. of which $168. went into the

club treasury.

Recommendations for next year: Auction committee will
consist of Terrell Medd, Glenn Hackman, Bill & Donna
Lindeman, Don & Linda Summers and Don and Anna Mary

Feldmeyer.

Prices:

lg bd casserole $28

Bl milk pitcher 75

tn ref jug/flat 33

» ga bl grape pit./no sale
brn acorn ashtray200

#121 bl tulip 65 bl vase

> pt b&w Lincoln 175 grn vase/handturned
#3 bl Dutch shoe 23 Rs 1g casserole

#3 bl Dutch shoe 24 Rs rnd ref jug

brn must/w/l1id 34 sm bean pot no lid
wh Hallboy pitch./no sale sm acorn jug/no sale
Rs qt barl pitch/no sale #5 bl rib pot/saucer
brn squat grape 65 b&W batter bowl

Rs&w salad bowl 80
bl-grn mini jug 35 pr bl baby shoes
brn ad ashtray 125 %2 ga jar

2 ga shoulder jug 21 #22 rs mini vase
blk mini vase 42 tn cat jug

4 bl ribbed pot 44 % pt bl Lincoln
1942 Christmas 130 tn Grecian jug
#162 purple Grec. 40 #28 red mini jug
tn mini barl mug 60
bl polar jug/no sale
brn&w mini jug 40u
Uhl shipping tag 15
Uhl shipping tag 16
1908 Uhl envelope 27
1910 Uhl envelope 32
b&w sabt/w/lid 125

Blue funnel no sale
Rs qt barl pitcher

5" bl bowl/pikt fenc
adv ashtray/no sale

2 ga canning jar
#113 blk vase
Ransburg ck jar/dam.
#133 tn Egyptian jug
bl umbrella stand

rs bean pot/w/lid

*No sale items did not meet the reserve bid of the
owner.

Rs lg casserole/no sale
250

3 qt bl Lincoln/no sale

$ 25

38

4" bl bowl/pikt fenc/no sl

31
25
13
58
13

42
40

20
42
55

190

22
V4

40
21
b

15

175

/5

bl-grn mini pitcher/no sale
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Clay City Pottery to fight fraud by marking reproductions

hy Dran Johnson
Assiwiate Fditor

A blue and white pitcher with an em-
bossed cow design sells at auction for $150
Several anligue dealers in the crowd shake
their heads, wondering il the buver real-
ized the item wasn’t nld
new poltery whelesale
jiscovered Lo be aging
the pieces — pitchers, soap dishes, bowis —
and selling them as oid.

Those are just two examples of what can
happen with reproduction poliery made
from eld molds. One Indiana pottery that
mass produces that type of wares has be-
come concerned about the possihle misre.
pr tion, and has decided to do some-
thing about it,

Cheryl Baughn, owner of the Clay City
Pottery Co. in Clay City, Ind., said recently
that all of the reproductions will soon be
marked. Currently, only some of the ilems
carry the pottery's name, making them
easily distinguishable from antiques.

Baughn said that the pottery had been
considering marking more of its wares.
Two incidents helped to firm up that deci-
S10M.

The first case involved a dealer who had
been buying thousands of dollars worth of
merchandise wholesale from the pottery
company. The man reportedly was “ag-
ing"' the ilems by various methods includ-
ing wearing down the rims and bases of
bowls, staining the items and burving
them. Afterward he resold the wares as an-
tigues. When the potiery learned about
what was happening, il closed the man's
account. Most of the wares were eventually
returned to the pottery. including many
picces showing fal=e oge marks,

Since that time, Baughn said she has
learned of twn other dealers who were do-
ing the same thing with pottery bought at
Clay City.

The most commonly abused items are

4—AntiqueWeek—Mon., July 4, 1983

OFTEN MISTAKEN as antiques are the blue-and-white pitchers produced at Clay

City. While original pitchers do exist and command high prices, unscrupulous or un-
knowing dealers and auctioneers have sold the modern reproductions as old The
cow design on the lett 1s probably the most common. Others include the eagle design
in the middle, indian design on the right, and a bird design not pictured.

blue and white pitchers made at Clay City.
Three embassed designs in particular — of
cows, birds and an eagie — have presented
the most problems. Haughn said the pit-
chers can be bought at the poltery for
around $20. Some of the unscrupulous deal-
ers were then trying to resell them as an-
liques, marking the price $120 or more.

““We aren’t making them to be sold that
way,” Baughn said.

The company does a good wholesale busi-
33, and 52 reproductions nationally
through such magazines as Country Liv-
ing. The items are advertised as reproduc-
tions.

Baughn said that the pollery has stopped
producing the blue and white pitchers until

Clay City .+« f(continued from page 2!

aporoved a motion that president Jin
Cummings ask the potlery to begin mark-
ing all of its Uhl reproductions.

Baughn said that she had talked to Cum-
mings. and that other people had expressed
the same concerns during a recent open
house at the 103-year-old pottery. She said
the pottery intends to comply with the re-
quesl, and soon will be marking all of the
Uhl reproductions.

"'We're not doing this lo try to make it s0
people can sell the Uhl pieces as originals,”
she said. “We are going to try to mark
them some way." That mark is likely to
come in the form of a “CCP” ink stamp
that would be applied to the base of Lhe
items.

It's possible that more Uhl reproductions
may be made at Clay City. Baughn said re-
cently that more molds, some possibly Uhl,
were being pulled from storage. Clay City
pottery acquired a number of Uhl's origin-
al molds after Uhi went out of business in
the mid-1940s.

In addition to the molds, the Clay City
pottery also owns a “‘recipe book™ of Uhl's
glazes, as well as some jars of glazes thal
were used at the Uhl plant, according lo
Lloyd Griffith, Baughn's father, who still
works at Clay City. He said that by adding
water to the dried up glazes, they can still
be used.

Baughn said thal several people have
asked the poltery to not use the original Uhl
glazes. She has agreed for now, bul said

o Quality Anliques
VWATER | 18th Century

| thru Art Deco
No Reproductions

TOWER
ﬂ 1

=

10,000 square feet
60 Fine Dealers

that some of the onginal glazes may be
used once the poltery begins to mark the
reproductions.

In additions te the urgings of colleclors,
Baughn said there is one other reason the
potiery decided o start marking its wares
— pride.

During a recent open house at the pottery
in which more than 5,000 people toured Lhe
plant. many of the people who bought items
from the showroom were looking for mark-
ed wares. People were saying that they
preferred to have items marked “'Clay City
Pottery.” as well as items signed by Lloyd
Griffith, who has worked at the pottery for
about 65 years and ran the operation {rom
1936 through the late 1970s.

As the popularity of the pottery grows,
people realize Lthat marked pieces are more
desirable, and those pieces signed by Gril-
fith have potential ier becoming more valu-
able.

The showroom of the Clay City Pottery is
open [or retail sales from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Monday to Friday. and f[rom 8 a.m. to
noon Saturday. The showroom is closed for
lunch from noon to 1 p.m. weekdays For
more information. call the pottery at (812}
919-2596

Antiqueweek strongly believes that all
reproductions should be clearly and per-
manently marked. and congratulates the
Clay City Pottery for its decision to mark
all of its reproductions. For more on the
subject, see “Our Views'' on page 3 of this
week's paper.

FHIGHTYSTOWN ”

Aliyygup

a new mold can be made.

The new molds will permanently mark
the base of each pitcher with the pottery’s
name or initials. Baughn also said that the
company may use an ink stamp to mark
the remaining stock already on the shelves.

“We're going lo try to mark everything,
basically for the fact that we are having so
much trouble with peopie who are trying Lo
pass them (the pottery! off as anhiques.™
she said.

The other puch to have the patlery's
wares permanently marked came recently
from the Uhl Collectors Society.

Earlier this vear, Clav City began to re-

uce aboul 20 items once made by Lie
Uhl Pottery Company. The Uhl plant was

UHL POTTERY is again being made,
being reproduced, including the smallest Linco!n pitcher and the Polar Bear water
jug. A few of the Polar Bear jugs have been turned into vases, as seen on the bottom
row of this display in the Clay City Pottery showroom.

Incated in Huntingburg. Ind. aboul 70
miles south of Clay City, during the [irst
half of this century, Uhl was the m.jor pro-
ducer of sloneware and pollery in indiana,
making evervthing [rom crocks and jugs to
dinnerware and novelty items

Most of the Uhl reproductions being
made at Clay Cily are miniatures such as
Egvplian and canteen jugs, and novelties
such as piggy banks and wuriles. fHowever,
some of the more sought-aiter Uhl ilems
are also being made again. including the
half-pint Lincoln pitcher and 2.quart Polar
Bear water jug

For Uhl collectors, word of the reprodiuc-
tions was like throwing a rock into a still
pond. the nipple of eoncern growing wider
as the news spread. The matter was for-
mally discussed during the annual Uhl Col-
lectors Society convention last month in
Jasper, Ind.

Most knowledgeable Uhl colleclors say
they can readily tell the reproductions
apart from the originals. The glazings are
not the same — one shade of blue might be
too dark on Lhe reproductions when com-
pared to the original Sometimes the glaze
is completely dilferent; some of the repro-
ductions are sponge decorated when the
originals were always in a solid glaze A
few of the ilems are being marked with
Clay City's name and dale.

Despite the dilferences between old and
new, colleclors said they still worred
aboul the reproduclions being misrepre-
sented as old, both intenticnally and by un-
knowing dealers wim might buy the repro-
ductions second-hand.

Uh! colicctors also expressed concern
that the unmarked reproductions could
cause the value of unmarked originals to
drop Feopie mighl begin lu shy away from
buying any unmarked pieces for fear that
thev might not be old.

The Uhl Collectors Sociely unanimously

teontinued on page 4)

A VARIETY of sponge-decorated crocks carrying diferent stamps are sold by the
Indhana pottery. The pottery has offered these types of wares through magazines
such as Country Living. The items are advertised as reproductions.

this time in Clay City. About 20 Uhl items are



IN THE MAILBAG

from Norah Keenan in Vancouver, WA:

"We only have a few pieces, the largest a small jug with
acorn trademark. Over a period of 12 years I've only seen
Uhl 6 times. Until last year I've known no one who looked
for it."

from Don Brewer in Battle Creek, MI:

Don has reprints of an unnumbered Uhl catalog for sale.
It is very similar to the #15 but different. The price is
$10.00. 21064 North Ave., Battle Creek, MI 49017

*The Huntingburg Publie Library has copies of the follow-
ing available: #8 0$2.55/17 pp.; #11 0%4.65/31 pp.; also
other historical items on Uhl. Their telephone number is
812-683-2052. Thanks to Don Johnson for this info.

Tim Hodges receiwad a 5 gallon water cooler with blue
rings and acorn for his birthday. Also found 7 pieces of
UHL in his grandfathers' upstairs. Included 8 gallon
double-fist jug, 5 gallon all white jug and others.

Pat Birkemeier writes they have been able to find a
sponge bailed butter, globe cookie jar, black "Kansas
City" pig bank, blue elephant jug, and 2 4 oz. jars
with lids. s

For sale by non-member: 4 Uhl mugs (no more info). If
interested, contact Jean Brossel, 5207 190th Pl. N.E.,
/ _Redwaod, WA 98053. Co ol gl o
“fT.‘Ed‘/’ (% gV, B }1(; = - C’_’_ > ’b (._ > ( }#__r_:)/z____‘ TR
From Days INN in Jasper, IN for next years' meeting a
confirmation for June 16-17. Twenty-five quest rooms
have been blocked off @$38.00 per room single or double.
Their phone number is 812-482-6000.

Want List:
Don Johnson-4 ga. Huntingburg jug Ph.317-345-5133

Pat Birkemeier-pair of Dutch shoes marked Uhl or "2"
Ph.317-653-3300

~ 6 ga bailed crock $32.50

AUCTION AND SHOW NEWS

Auction announcements recently:

5 ga jug or crock

1 brn casserole, bluecasserole, Boston baked bean pot, 15
ga crock, blue & wh milk crock

casserole, lamp

pink bean pots, blue milk crocks, blue custards

dark blue pitcher

Dillsboro advertising jug

'some items marked Uhl' (not too clear for shoppers)

blue salt crock, hand-turned blue bowl, brn squat grape
pitcher, pink barrel pitcher, 1g & sm brown grape pitchers,
brn cookie jar, blue milk crocks, 1 ga jug, bl & wh grape
salt, sm blue Lincoln pitcher, Ransburg bowl, lamb planter,
brown basketweave bowl

Uhl vases

4 ga crock

Uhl (again, no information)

brown pitchers, UHL miniatures, Christmas jugs from the
years 1937, 1939, 1940, 1941, 1942

UHL jug, 10 ga crock w/bails, odd-shaped container marked
UHL

1 qt and 1 pt Lincoln pitchers

(2) 1 qt Lincoln pitchers

several pieces of Uhl (again)

selection of pottery including Uhl

Uhl vase

(3) small blue bowls, pink bowl w/lid

(Ed. note: Though it would be nice for we collectors to
have more information advertised, I realize that Uhl is not
too familiar to many auctioneers in the country.)

Prices from auctions or shows:
blue barrel pitcher  $50

12 ga bailed crock 100.00 4 ga Evans. crock 90
10 ga bailed crock 85.00 4 ga Evans. churn 75
3 ga jug 70.00 3 ga crock 60
3 ga crock 17.50 small pitcher 60

KXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXKXXKXXK XXX XXKXX KKK XXX XXX KKK XXX KKK XX XXX XX XX
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Jeff Summers, Huntingburg, IN Norah Keenan, Vancouver, WA
Paul & Anita Willoughby, Evansville, IN

Jeff Lewallen, Nashville, TN Bill Engel, Savanna, IL

Tom & Sharon Ruedinger, Omro, WI
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by Dan Johnson

mugs were heing made thal the rclay

Commemoratives highlight annual Uhl collectors’ meeting

Assnclale Edllor

JASPER, Ind. -~ Nearly 40 years afler
the Uh! Pollery Company eooled its kilns
for the last time, a fire still burns strong
in a small group of passionate colleclors,

The 1Thl Colleetor's Society, formed
antdd christened by an organizational
meeling in 1904, has grown to more than
1M memberships. The third annual
meeling of the sociely brought many of
those colleelors togelher at the Jasper
Haoliday Inn on June 20,

The meeting was highlighted by the
distribution of commeratives, The dark-
bilne miniature mugs are the first picces
to carry the Uhl name since the potlery
closed [ollowing a strike in the 19105,

Maolded after an original miniature
mug, produced by Uhl, all 100 commem-
oratives were sold to the members. Each
mug can be identified by the stamp "Uhl
Collectors Sociely 1987,"" which appears
on the boltom.

It only seemed right that when the

ALTHOUGH this

NOT pumbered,
“shin” crock holds 7 gallons. The unusual
piece was made at the Huntinghirg
operation and shows the “acorn™ mark_ 1t
had slight damage and was priced $175

should come from the original deposits
used by Uhl. But that Hunlingburg, fnd |
clay did not stand up and, ironically, had
to rw- rejected for a more hardy clay
from clsewhere,

Ten molds made to produce the com-
memoratives will be saved for future use
by the sociely The stamp used to mark
the mugs was to be destroyed following
the meeting

Members at the meeting included Ar-
lene Catn, a [ormer employee of the i
Pottery Company, and a couple from
Conrad, lowa, who drove the farthest to
attend the event,

Following the meeting, an Uhl pottery
show and sale were held,

A 14 piece selof Ransburg potlery wasg
offered for $200, 1kl produced unglazed
poltery that was sent ta Indinnapolis,
where it was hand painted with diffesent
designs and sold under the Ransburg
name,

A blue lamh planter was priced $125. a
tan elephant planter was $115; and a frog
was $125.

Christmas Jugs -- miniature jups with
a Christmas greeting and date in
cluded a brown-over-white 1937 jup,
$165; a 1979 brown-over-while, $115; a
1911 red and green Christmas Jug carry-
ing the Uhl stamp on the bottom, $125;
and a marked 190 red.and green, hav-
ing a chip, $95,

Other miniature jugs included yellow
and red elephant jugs, $75 each; square
blue-and-white jug, $110; baseball jups,
$65 Lo $200 each and foolball jugs a. $50
each,

A pair of yellow miniature shoes that
were marked "Uhl” on the boltom had
an asking price of $75, while a pair of un
marked red shoes were §70.

A marked tan mug was $15; larger un-
marked mug, $18.50. A sef of six blue cof-
fee cups was $150. A blue-and while
small covered dish was $150; pair of sall
and pepper shakers, $85; single blue salt
shaker, $50; rved salt and pepper
shakers, $55 the pair.

A small brown grape patlern pitcher
was $65 Nulhous prape pitchers were $42

teontinued on page 99

5

ITEMS FOR SALE following the annual meeting of the Uhl Colleclor's Scciely in-
cluded a figurat fuotball jug priced $50; 1937 miniature Christmas jug, $165; and a

lamb planter, $17°5

ONE OF SIX experimental vases known to exist was displayed al the show, The
vase, made of mu'ticolored clay has the name Uhl incised on the base. The bellows
came lrom the Uhl plant and bears saveral marks made by the stamp used to mark

dinnerware,

Commemoratives

for a #10Y in orange. and a blue #1802 was
£21. Quartbacrel pitchers were $37 50 for
pink and $17 50 for blue

Three stacking cefltigerator s in
blue were priced $400 A larpe brown
cookie far was $05. A #1210 white vase had
an nsking price of $10, as did o large pur-
ple vase that was also marked,

AL gallon Blue and white spongeware,
bellied pitcher brought 8500 A hlue
hanping baskel was $275

A small red Linenln pilcher was $250,
Twolarger Lincoln pitehers were priced
$700 and $100. The $700 pitcher was in
mint_condition, while the $800 pilcher
was Larger bul had heen repaired. A
damaged Polar Bear water dispenser
was priced $675

Jugs from the Evansville Uhl plant in-
cluded two priced $65 each: a 4-gallon
which had a small hole drilled in the bot-
tom and a s gallon with some age marks,
Ioth were quickly sold. A 5-gallon jug in
mint condilion was priced $125,

AT pallon “slim™ erock made in Hont-

feantinued from page R)

inghurg and having the acorn stamp was
priced $175; it bad slight damage.

Aulnnf the iteims not for =ale was a
posteard of the Huntingburg plant. Also
being exhibited was a bellows from the
Uhl plant. It showed several faint
stampe like thoze used to mark the bot-
tom of dinnerware pieces. The same col-
Tector also had one of six known experi-
mental vases thal were macde by Uhl and
Identified by the Uhl name hand-incised
In the bottom. The picces were made of
multicolored elay and resembled Niloak
Mission Ware,

Following the mecting and show,
many of the members drove to nearhy
Huntingburg, to stop at Rill's Barn, a
country oriented antique shop that spe-
cialized in Uhl pottery,

Bill and Donna Lindeman, who have
enllected Ul for the past 15 years, have
a good selection of Uhl poltery; from
Evansville and Hunlingburg crocks and
Jugs 1o dinnerware and miniatures. The
shop is located at 515 Eighth St in Hunt

inghurg, and is open daily from 1 to 6
P ol by chanee in the morning

The URl Callector's Sociely s a na
tlonal m ganization open (o any eollector
of hl potlery. Membership is $10 an
nually per family. A bi-monthly newslel
ler is sent to all members For more
information, write to Uhl Colleetor's
Society, 1" 0, Box 116, Orland, In 46770

The Ll Poltery Company was started
by twa brothers, Lovis and Albert LI, in
Evansville, I, in 1849, The poltlery
moved to Huntingburg, Ind |, in 1908 in
order to be closer to the clay deposils
being used. The plant closed following n
strike in the 1940s.

STONE COLLECTION

Al Pioneer Park in Clintonville, Wis |
Is a stone collection, featuring stimes
from historical places from around (he
waorld, There is a section of the Greal
Wall of China, stones from the Damas
cus Road and blocks from King Solo
mon's quarry M



There’s mayhem
in the trenches

Ed Richman might not have realized it at
first, but he had what everyone ted

4—A Week—Mon., June 27, 1988

Just how badly they wanted it was embar-
rassing. .

Richman is an antique dealer from Birm-
ingham, Ala. Two years ago he bought
220-plus pieces of Jane Uhl art pottery (see
this week's front-page story). He decided

FIRST PERSON

by Don Johnson, Associate Editor

to sell those items al this vear's Uhl Collec-
tors Club annual eonvention

While Hichman may not have known the
real worth of those items, he did know they
were valuable, and be knew that it would
mean a lol to many collectors to own a
piece. For thal reason, Richman decided to
put what be fell was a fair price on his
goods — making them allordable to the
average collector, He knew he could have
run the pottery through ap auction and
made more money, but getling rich wasn't
the objective. He wanled to share his
wealth of poltery, rather than get wealthy
off of the pottery.

1 talked with Richman the night before
the pottery was to be sold. He told me that
he had priced the items reasonably. 1 ad-
mired his thinking. Teo many people would
have had dollar signs in their eyes; they
would have gone for the fasl buck,

Richman’'s noble effort, however, was
underscored the moment he opened the
{irst box and began to unpack his wares.
His table was soon enveloped by collectors
cager to take home a piece, or 10, or as
many as they could get their hands on.

The reasonable prices sent e scur-
rying. Saucers selling for $1 were gone in
minutes. Before long the colleclors were
helping Richman unpack other boxes,
keeping anything they could get their
hands on. T

Although 1 had arrived early in order to
et pictures of the pottery, I soon found my-
sell in the middle of the crowd that seemed
Lo consist only of outstretched arms. Photo
Laking was definitely out of the question. 1
tucked my camera like a running back
tucks a football, and pushed my way
through the crowd to an open area on the
other side of the room. 1 hate crowds.

Husbands and wives took turns — going
in to the mass of buyers, fighting (or a lew
pieces, then coming back out to let the oth-
er partner have a shot at the mayhem.

You'd have thought someone was throw-
ing bloody meat to the sharks.

(continued on page 4)

First Person . ..

Itisn’t that 1 blame the colleclors. They
knew a good thing when they saw it They
wanted to own a piece of potlery that they
might never have another chance Lo buy
Add to that the fact that the prices were ex-
tremely low. One covered dish in excellent
shape was tagged only $35. at auction il
probably would have brought more than
400

1 understand their desire. Bul il was the
wav the whole thing was handled — the
ushing, the grabbing, the slapping of
Eamts when someone reached for a piece
that was already taken — that was really

(continued from page 3)

Uhl. and devised a good story aboul Jane
Uhl and a castle in England and how rare
the pieces were” Then what if thal person
brought the pottery to the Uhl convention,
and il sold like passes to heaven lo eager
collectors?

Wouldn't that have been something? For
the buyers, il would have been a sad lesson
(And for the seller, it would have been
criminal.)

Collectors everyahere need o remen-
ber not to get so caught up in their collec-
tions that they forget either their manners

sad. 1've seen the same thing al the op
of antique shows, in what appears o be a
mad fool race to see who can get to the bar-
gains first.

Bul whal's really scary is how quick
everyone was to buy something they knew
little about. Granted, the price was right
and the pieces were said to be rare, but the
fact remains that many of the buyers real
1y knew nothing about what they were pur-
chasing. .

1 don't doubt Ed Richman's word. | be
lieve the Jane Uhl poltery was part of an
estate that had been passed down through
one family since the 1920s.

But just for fun, let's say it was really a
practical joke,

What if it hadn’t been Ed Richman?
What if it had been someone else, someone
who made the potlery at home, marked it

or their sense

LETTERS

Found article ‘rude’

To the Editor-

This letter 15 in response o Don John
son's “First Person’ aruele  entitled
“There s mavhem in the trenches

1 am writing this le‘ter as both a dealer
and a collector

Johnson was certainly right when he said
these Unl collectors “wanted to own a prece
of pottery that they mught never have
another chance to buy ~ This is especially
true beeause Richman indicated to the col
lectors on Friday night that these items
would not be for sale. He was merely there
for “show and tell ©

1 can assure you that the collectors al
this meeting were nol buving items thex
“really knew nothing about ™

As far as the comment VT ve seen the
same thing at the opeming of antique
shows,” any dealer can tell you the first
day of the show 15 amways the best. Any
serious collector can Lell vou that the open-
g day is the best time Lo lind what you're
searching for. Obviously Don Johnson is
neither

1 personally believe this article written

by Don Johnson was extremely rude and in

poor taste for someone who is supposed to

be a spokesperson lor both dealers and col-
lectors in Antguew ek

Annmie Gentry

Greenwood, Ind

Not ‘reproductions’

To the Editor

1 am responding to vour arlicle about
Clay City Poltery's wares ("'Clay City Pot-
tery to fight fraud by markmg reproduc.
tons,"” June 4 1ssuct . 1 think vou are wrong
in calling them “reproductions * Alter all.
il a company owns molds and uses them
over a period of vears, why would the
S-year-old pottery have to be any ditlerent
than the new  The clay would probably be
the same and why should they change their
plaze because some people over-inflate

prices on the wares by paying l‘d much?

FPotleries used to buy other "potieries’
molds and processes when they went out of
business, and doing so now wouldn't be any
different Pottery is pottery whether old o
new . There is no mysterous process to U
simple stull. It was production-molded pot
tery then and still 15 now .

People are being oo precious about what
they collect, and are making more of it
than what it is. They inflate prices by doing
S0

The glazes aren’t anvthing special, and
many people make pottery using these
glazes and don’t consider themselves re-
productionists. The blue-decorated stull
has cobalt oxide in it. The difference in col-
or is due to the varying amounts used. This
is still done. This is not reproducing: it is
merely a continuation of an old crafl

Mary E. Price
Belleview, Mich

Antigue W ek welcomes letters 1o the editor on
suliects ol interes! 1o our readers

Snorl letiers are mos! bkely to be chosen lor
publcaton. bul the use ol any malerial 1s al the

Best-kept secret
To the Editor

With great iterest | read the June 20th
Annguew eeh article by Don Johnson onart
pottery produced by Jane Uhl,

1 attended tne annual meeting of the Uhl
Collectors Society and was wilness Lo i
Lantastic art pottery preces. and was also
present at the auction discussed e
cle where approximately 20 pi (| HTTTR
Uhl s pottery were sold 1 have also had the
pleasure of seeing at least an additional 100
pieces of Jane Uhl's pottery that exast i
persanal collections

I wanl to eorrect an error in Don John
son's article that would be of interest 1o the
many Uhl collectors. Jane Uhl was not the
daughter of Lows C, Ukl She was his sister
and pwned approximately 18 percent of the

company stock just like her sister Helen
Hesides Louis C Uhl, the other stockholder
was his son Hobert

In 1928, Jane Uhl was comnussioned b
Theedore Swann to make pottery peces fo
his bome in Birmangham, Ala The potters
was o be in the English Norman style. In
1927, Jane Uhl won an award {or her pot
tery al the Exhibition of Indiana Arhists
and Craftsmen at the John Herron Art 1n
shitute in Indianapohs

Jane Uhl had jomned the pottery in 1925
and left to get married and move to Ch
cago i 1930,

I am in the process of completing a bouk
on Uhl Pottery that will be available in Sep
tember The book will pive a complete his
tory of Uhl Pottery and include hundreds of
pictures

Keep up vour fine work teling vour
readers about the best and mostimteresting
pottery in the United States that, until re
cently, has been one ol the best-kepl se
crets in collectibles

F. Earl McCurds
Evansville. Ind
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